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Date: August 20, 993 

Time: 7:45 AM 

AMERICAN A VOCET 
Recurvirostra americana 

Weather: Cloudy, wind southerly to approx. 10 mph, moderate to heavy rain shower, light 

conditions poor. 

Observer: erry McWilliams 

Optics: Zeiss 10 X 40 Dyalyt and Kowa TSN 4 at about 30X. 

Viewing distance: Approx. 300 yards 

Details of sighting and description: Immediately upon arriving at the end of the inner trail 

that leads to the south end of Gull Point, I observed 3 American A vocets. They were 

feeding along the east edge of the tip. They fed and occasionally stopped to rest for about 

30 mins. or when the rain stopped, and then they flew in a northeasterly direction and 

disappeared. The description of the birds is straight forward. They were rather large, 

Whirnbrel (Numenius phaeopus) sized with long, thin, upturned black bills. Their necks 

were long and were grayish on the front and orange on the back, indicating that the birds 

were probably juveniles. The black scapulars were separated from the black lower area of 

the folded wing by a broad white horizontal patch. The undersides of the birds were 

grayish white. Their legs were long, perhaps as long as their necks, and were dark. 

Even with the rain and the poor light conditions the diagnostic pattern and shape of this 

species of wader are unmistakable. 

I have seen hundreds of avocets on the Atlantic coast and in the west. I have also seen 

several in Erie Co. PA including 4 that I photographed on July 19, 1993. 

Jerry Mc Williams 



I Record No.:269-02-1993 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of 

Species: American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana) 

Date of Sighting: 20 August 1993 to 20 August 1993 
Location: PRESQUE ISLE STATE PARK 
County: ERIE 
Observer(s): Jerry Mcwilliams 

Date of Submission: 1993 
Submitted by: Jerry Mcwilliams 
Written Description: YES Photo: NO Specimen: NO 
Recording: NONE 

Class I Class II Class III Class IV Cla'is V 

Member 
A B C Abstain 

F. Haas >-
N. Pulcinella X 
E. Kwater X 
R. Ickes X 
G. McWilliams X 
P. Schwalbe X 
J. Skinner x--
TOTALS 7 
DECISION >< 
Comments: 
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